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CANADA 
Ottawa, Ont. November 30th, 1916 
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Dear Doctor Falconer,-= 
I have not made any public announcement on the subject 


3! 


mentioned in your letter of the 27th inst. since my vublic appeal, 

copy of which is enclosed. The arrangements for obtaining an inventory 

of the man power of Canada arse being consummated by Mr. R. B. Bennett, 
M.P., They have been carefully considered and I may say to you 
confidentially that they have been discussed with Col. The Hon. Harold 
Henderson, Military Secretary of the Governor General who had considerable 
experience under Lord Jerby. 

I shall be glad to have the views of the gentlemen whom you 
mention. I+ has been my experience that those who write to me on the 
subject have not a very comprehensive grasp of the problems which 
attend a system of compulsory registration and consequent conscription 
in this Dominion. 

The first duty of the Government is to preserve the seeming 
unity of this Jominion in the part which we are taking in this ware 
A riot or outbreak of even a minor importance would be exaggerated and 
used to our infinite diseredit and to the great comfort and advantage 


\ 


of our eaemies. There are conditions not only in Quebec but in the 


Test to which some of our insistent friends have perhaps given but little 


fy 


thoughte 


Yours faithfully, 


Dr. Robert A. Falconer, 


President University of Toronto, ea 
\ Ke LL) t 
Toronto, Onte 3 atte 
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THE APPEAL OF SIR ROBERT BORDEN FOR 
NATIONAL SERVICE. 


Orrawa, October 23, 1916. 


To tar Proprie or Canapa: 


The world-wide struggle in which our Empire is fighting for its rights, 
its liberties and its very existence, has continued for more than two years. 
Kivery effort that could honourably be made on our part to avert war was put 
forth with the deepest earnestness and sincerity. There was no eseape from 
ihe contest save in dishonour and ultimate disaster. The wonderful extent and 
thoroughness of the enemy’s long and careful preparation was imperfectly under- 
stood at first, and the magnitude of the struggle has surpassed all anticipation. 
Great Britain’s first expeditionary force has been increased more than twe nty 
fold and that of Canada more than twelve fold. The climax of the war is 
rapidly approaching. The last hundred thousand men that Canada will place 
in the fighting line may be the deciding factor in a struggle the issue of which 
will determine the destiny of this Dominion, of our Empire, and of the whole 
world. 


The most eloquent tribute would fail to do fitting honour to the youth of 
Canada who have already rallied so splendidly to the ore and whose heroic 
valour and glorious ac ‘hievements have crowned this Dominion with imperish- 
xble distinction before the world. Remembering the sacrifice by which that 
distinction was won, we recall with solemn pride the undying memory of those 
who have fallen. 


In the history of every people there may come such a challenge to the 
spirit of its citizens as must be answered in service and devotion if the nation 
is to have an abiding place in the future. The events of this war bring that 
challenge to-day to the manhood of Canada. 


Since the war began more than three hundred and seventy thousand men 
have enlisted in this Dominion. Two hundred and fifty-eight thousand have 
vone overseas and more than one hundred thousand are now in the battle line. 
During the first ten months of the present year, the number sent forward 
will aggregate one hundred and forty-one thousand. From 1st January to 
April 15 of this year the enlistments were at the rate of nearly one thousand 
per day. Up to the present our forces have been enlisted and organized more 
rapidly than facilities of transportation and accommodation in Great Britain 
could be provided. During the past four months the number of enlistments 
has greatly decreased, and having regard to future needs the time has come for 


this appeal. 
9663 


illied forces in various theatres 
s rea know that the enemy is still strong 

t d. A mightier effort than may be i ined is necessary t 

a conclusive victory. This war must have so decisive a result that lasting 

peace can be secured. We are fighting not for a truce but for victory. 


In all mechanical appliances which have played so great a part in this 
war the allied nations have almost if not quite overtaken the enemy’s standard 
of preparation. Therefore the result will depend upon the organization of the 
inan power of the allied nations. Canada must be strong and resolute in that 
ereat endeavor. 


Our strength can be most effectively thrown into this contlict by utilizing, 
in all our national activities for sustaining the agricultural, industrial and com- 
mercial stability of Canada, those who through age or by reason of physical 
condition are not available for service at the front; to the end that we may place 
iu the battle lie the greatest possible proportion of those fit for military ser- 
vice. With this view the government has asked the Director General and the 
Directors of National Service to undertake duties of the highest importance 
und urgency. It is imperative that the men and women of Canada, individually 
and through their various organizations, shall serve the nation in those capa- 
cities In which their services may be of the most value. Thus, it is the urgent 
duty of the Canadian people to join with the government in organizing the full 
power of the nation in terms of human energy. 


Under the responsibilities with which I am invested and in the name of 
the State which we are all bound to serve, it is my duty to appeal and I do now 
appeal most earnestly to the people of Canada that they assist and co-operate 
with the government and the Directors of National Service in the endeavour 
for this purpose. To men of military age I make appeal that they place them- 
selves at the service of the State for military duty. To all others I make appeal 
that they place themselves freely at the disposition of their country for such 
service as they are deemed best fitted to perform. 

And to the women of Canada, whose spirit has been so splendid and so 
inspiring in this hour of devotion and sacrifice, | bid God-speed in the mani- 
fold works of beneficence in which they are now engaged, and I pray them to aid 
still more in every field of national service for which they may feel themselves 
fitted. 


Let us never forget the solemn truth that the nation is not constituted 
of the living alone. There are those as well who have passed away and those 
vet to be born. So this great responsibility comes to us as heirs of the past 
‘and trustees of the future. But with that responsibility there has come some- 
things greater still, the opportunity of proving ourselves worthy of it; and I pray 
(at this may not be lost. 


WH 
yy 
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December 2nd, 1916 
Right Honourable Sir Rk. L. Borgen, G.C.W.S.i, 
rremier of Canada. 
Dear Nr, Fremrier: 
T have tO thank you vergw wuch for your reply 
tO my iecvter. IT realise to-day core than I did when TI wrote to you 
sore of the difficulties that way stand in the way of compulsory 
registration, Vr. Re. Ps Fanrett asked several gentieren, of whor 
i W495 One, to reet hin yesterday norning and he gave us a vary frank 


deciaravion upon whe situation, 


¢ 2O8S seeq 40 2 Ch 


we 
_ 


wS APG 1h A fAtTher grave 
condivion fror whatever point of view one considers the Tavter, and 
I sytoathise with you in the difficulties witn which you are confronted 
nOwever, you may Jepend upon the co-operation of these gentleren with 


wood [ ag for going their test to carry out weasures for 
tne deepening of a sense of national Barvice, and wa hope tha’ 
give ue ag strong 4 lead aa you cossivly can. 

bh much respect, I ar, 


g 4 


fours sincerely, 


President, 


RESOLUTION RE COMPULSORY MILITARY TRAINING 
IN UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO 


PASSED BY BOARD OF GOVERNORS, 10th May, 1917 


eeeoesdee20622 8468484 


THDOPWACG 


HEREAS having regard to the present emergency it is 


expedient to establish in the University of Toronto a course of 


instruction for male students in Military training, and to provide 
for such training. 
Therefore the Board of Governors of the University 


of Toronto resolves and orders as follows:- 


wt 
j- 
cr 


There is hereby established a Department of the Universi 


+ a anil mh oes eee ae War Sig (age © ee es Se np ee ee EAC 
to be called and known as "The Department of Military Instruction", 
consisting of a Director and so many instruotors and others as the 
Board may from time to time authorize. The Director, instructors 


and others shall be appointed by the Board on the recommendation 


4-1, 


the Board may from time to time detide. 


Subject to the provisions hereof, and to the superior 


gy 


authority of the Board, their respective duties and authorities 
shall be as may be de: 

There shall be a physicel examination, under the direction 
of the Physical Director of the University, of each male student 
now or hereafter in attendance at the University, whose age exceeds 
16 years and is less than 45 years, as to his fitness for a course 
of military instruction, and 4 rep rt thereon shall be made by the 
Physical Director to the Director of Military Instruction, who in 
case of unfitness phall transmit such report to the President who 
ghall decide upon the same. 

Students who seek to be relieved from Military instruction 
may apply for such relief to the Senate. 


The decision of the Senate shall be communicated to the 


Board of Governors whose decision thereon shall be final. 
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Sraduates of Canadian Universities in every way possible inasmuch 4s 
we are confident that the training given sin our Universities compares 


favourably with the best that they can receive in foreign institutions. 


I an, 


Yours sincerely, 
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TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR ROBERT L. BORDEN, 
PeCwGiG, MiG ake C sl ep: 


AND TO THE HONOURABLE THE MEMBERS OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE DOMINION 
OF CANADA; 


Chis Memorial Fionbly Shemeth : 


The undersigned, for themselves and the several interests represented by them, 
desire to lay before the Government certain considerations arising upon the persistent 
and growing practice of employing alien architects, engineers and contractors on large 


public works in Canada. 


The matter has assumed such proportions as to render inevitable the humiliating 
suggestion that Canadian architects and engineers are considered incompetent to under- 
take work of the character in question. ‘This suggestion itself, apart from any economic 
consequence, is of such serious import to Canadians and to educational institutions, in 
which their professional men have received their training, that it cannot be allowed to 
pass without earnest protest. That the Canadian Government should give ground in 
so unmistakable a fashion for the inference of Canadian inferiority is a matter of painful 


concern to every educationist and technically trained man in Canada. 


The immediate occasion of this Memonal is the awarding of the contract for 
the new Government Arsenal at Lindsay, but the submissions to be made have tefer- 
ence to principles and economic effects which this contract serves to illustrate, and 
which has been otherwise exemplified. As regards the construction of the Government 
Arsenal, it is desired to submit that if any special devices, inventions or designs were 


required, the natural recourse would be to Great Bnitain. 


It should not be necessary to point to past achievements by Canadian architects, 
engineers and contractors in the construction of our public buildings, railways and other 
works. We submit what we hold the Government should assume as axiomatic, that 
Canadian brains and skill are adequate to undertake any public works in Canada. If 
any special requirements were in view, it is submitted the proper course would be to 
follow the established usage in Great Britain, viz.: to send local architects and engineers 
to visit cities and countries where models are to be found, rather than to employ 


foreign architects and engineers. 


But there are other considerations of serious importance. Foreign architects and 
engineers naturally tend to employ materials with which they are familiar. Hence the 
practice of specifying materials, devices and designs of foreign manufacture to the 


serious prejudice of Canadian manufacturers and workmen. 


Similarly, in the matter of contracts and sub-contracts, there is an inevitable 


discrimination against Canadian contractors. 


Apart from the fact that alien architects, engineers and contractors have no 
community interest in Canada, and escape its fiscal burdens, the employment of foreign 
firms has the inevitable effect of discouraging Canadians who have, and who might 
take up, architectural, engineering and other professions in this country, and of encouraging 
them to practise those professions in other countries instead, thus draining the country 


of service, skill and young manhood resources which should be preserved to Canada. 


Furthermore, the policy of which we complain is inconsistent with the efforts 
which are being made through our universities and other educational institutions to 
develop into a high state of efficiency the young men of the country. The conser- 
vation and development of the manhood resources of the country, no less but rather 
more than our material resources, are the concern not only of the interests represented 
by the undersigned, but of the whole country, and we submit they should receive the 


most careful consideration of the Government. 
St is Desired, Cherefore : 


(a) To protest against the action of the War Purchasing Commission, acting 
for the Federal Government, in employing aliens for the construction of 


the Government Arsenal at Lindsay ; 


(6) To protest against the increasing frequency with which foreign professional 


men are employed on important public undertakings in Canada ; 


(c) To urge that the Government should not create precedents which of 
necessity influence private owners of works against the employment of 


Canadian architects, engineers and contractors ; 


(d) To urge that in construction of Canadian public works, Canadian archi- 


tects, engineers and contractors should be given an assured preference. 
AND YOUR MEMORIALISTS WILL EVER PRAY. 


Signed on behalf of : 


* 


